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This is our annual Term 1 newsletter keeping parents up to date with all the happenings at Islamia Girls School. We hope you find this update useful and informative. We have welcomed our new intake of year 7 students.
The year 7’s this year have swiftly settled in and are now very confident and proactive members of IGS. The girls have displayed great student spirit and have
dived straight in getting involved
with various activities and
events around the school. Some
girls even sold homemade cupcakes after school to raise money
for the School Council’s charity
campaign! A very well done to all
year 7 girls who were proactive
and joined in all aspects of student life at IGS.
We wish them all a successful
year and encourage them to
keep up all their good work.

The Maqam Centre
As you may know, the Yusuf Islam
Foundation is opening a new cultural and wellbeing centre in
Queen’s Park called The Maqam. It
promises to be a landmark addition to London’s multicultural landscape. The three floors of The Maqam are designed to reflect the
themes of body, mind and spirit. The ground floor wellbeing space
(body) is due to open very soon. This includes a swimming pool, a
fitness suite and sauna and steam rooms with separate sessions for
men and women. A survey has been emailed to all parents which
will enable the YIF to learn about parental preferences, regarding
The Maqam’s activities.

PAGE 2

IGS N E WSLE T T E R

T E RM 1

Extracurricular Activities
All extracurricular activities have now begun. We are aware that some parents have already paid for their child to attend these clubs, if you have changed your mind and do not
want your child to attend, please contact the school and we can issue you with a full refund.

Eid Party
On Friday 16th September the girls’ celebrated Eid Al-Adha with a party during period 5
and 6. The girls had an enjoyable afternoon with chicken rolls, cakes and lots of fun and
games within their form groups.

Summer Fair
Alhamdulillah the Islamia Girls’ Fun Day took place on Saturday 24 th September with
great success. All the students and parents actively participated making it an eventful
day. The form classes were competing with one another to raise the most money, the winning class was 7B and they went on a very exciting ice skating trip, as a reward.

Sleepover 1920’s Glamour Theme
The girls had a fun and excit- wellbeing and mental
ing night at our annual sleep- health of children and
over on Friday 7th October. It
young people. Thank you to
was a night filled
the school
with laughter,
council, for or“Best sleepover ever!”
games, movies,
ganising such a
food, scary stories and many
successful and eventful
frights. The School council
night, for the girls to enjoy
raised £3000, for Young Mind, Masha’ Allah.
which is a charity that helps
to improve the emotional
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Our New Reporting System
We now have four reporting windows throughout the academic year. These are outlined
below:
Interim Update - available to parents on Monday 7th November 2016. This is the first
of four report updates that gives parents a quick overview of whether their child is meeting the targets set, at the beginning of the year. These targets are based on their baseline
grades at the beginning of year 7. For each subject, students have been set a target that
must be met by the end of the year.
End of Term 1 Report - available to parents on Monday 9th January 2017. This will
give parents a more detailed insight as to whether their child is on track to meeting their
targets.
End of Term 2 Report - available to parents on Friday 31st March 2017 This report will
be in the same format as the End of Term 1 Report. It is a third update, in March, to
show whether the student is on track to meeting their target, by the end of the year.
End of Year Report - available to parents on Friday 28th July2017 . This will provide
you with a description of how your child progressed throughout the year, as well as the
end of year result and will inform you if your child has met the target, set at the beginning of the year.

The New Assessment Framework
All students are now being assessed with a new framework. Previously, GCSE attainment was graded A*- G and Key Stage 3 attainment used levels. New GCSEs will be
graded 9–1, rather than A*–G, with grade 5 considered a good pass and grade 9 being
the highest and set above the current A*. At the end of every term, each student will be
given a grade ranging from 0 to 8. These grades fall under one of four attainment descriptors. These are: “FOUNDATION”, “INTERMEDIATE”, “HIGHER”, and “BEYOND”.
This is shown in the table below: A detailed information sheet was provided to all parents at the Target Setting Day. This is also available on our school website.
Foundation

Intermediate

Higher

Beyond

Year 7

<1

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4>

Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

<2
<3
<4
<5

2
3
4
5.5

2.5
3.5
4.5
6

3
4
5
6.5

3.5
4.5
5.5
7

4
5
6
7.5

4.5
5.5
6.5
8

5>
6>
7>
8>

New

0

0.5

Old

4c/4b

4a

1

1.5

2 2.5 3 3.5 4 4.5
6c/6
7c/7
5a
6a
7a
8a
b
b
5c/5
8c/8
b
F/F+ E- E/E+ D-/D D+ b C- C

5
C+

5.5

6

C+/B
B
-

6.5

7

7.5

B+ A-/A A+

8

9

A* A*+
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Communication with Parents
School Kompanion (KSM)

School Money

School Kompanion (KSM) is our
school online portal giving parents
the opportunity to monitor their
child. It is very important that you
regularly use this portal. It allows
parents, students and teachers to
track and monitor students’ progress, attendance, behaviour, view
announcements and access various
documents for all subjects. Username and passwords have been
given out previously; however, if
you require it again please do not
hesitate to contact the school and
we will provide it to you.

Our new Schoolmoney.co.uk facility allows for
parents to experience a more streamlined,
cost-effective and efficient payment collection
system in a secure and safe environment.
From time to time you will receive a text message, from the school, inviting you to access a
website as an option to make a payment for an
activity. We would appreciate your support in
this matter. To ensure that we all experience
maximum benefit, from this service, we would
ask all parents to notify us if you have recently
changed your mobile number and/or email address. Lunch payments have not yet been implemented.

Year 6 Open Evening/Open Day

Target Setting Day

Thank you to all the parents that attended the
Open Evening on Monday 10th October. It was
great to see such a big turnout of parents
Masha’ Allah. Parents had the opportunity to
meet other parents and speak to teachers. We
pray for the success of all of our new year 7 students and parents. Following the success of an
eventful Open Evening, we had an Open Day
for the new students on Thursday 13th October.
The Open Day gave the students an opportunity to get a feel of the school and what to expect and to look forward to.

Thank you to all parents for
attending the Target Setting
Day on Friday 7th October.
On this day parents had the
opportunity to meet form tutors and to discuss their
child’s targets, expectations
and current academic progress. In addition to this they
were informed and given an
update on the new assessment framework and how it
will work.

Lockers/ Lost Property
Students pay £5 to rent a locker at the beginning of year 7. The
locker is theirs for the duration of their time at Islamia Girls School.
They do not need to pay for their lockers every year. If students lose
or damage their locker keys, they must pay £10 for a replacement
key. Students who lose their locker keys 3 times will no longer have
access to their locker. Students should be using their lockers for
their personal belongings. Students are not permitted to share lockers. Any items left lying around will be confiscated and a fee of 50p
will need to be paid to retrieve the item. If a student has lost anything, please contact Miss Joanna, the PE teacher.
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School Council Charity Campaign
Charity Dinner
On Friday 11th November 2016,
some inspiring and heartIslamia Girls’ School held its an- warming poetry on his convernual Charity Dinner organised
sion story which moved everyone
by the Year 11 School Council.
to tears.
The Charity Dinner is the largThe School Council also hosted
est event of the campaign, where
the auction and
the school counpresented themcil hosts an eveselves really well.
ning with
‘ A beautiful evening spent for
speakers, enThe Year 11 stua good cause’
tertainment
dents presented
and a three
themselves and
course meal.
the work they
They also announced the total
have been doing in raising
raised from all the smaller
awareness and money for the
events they have done throughcause through; bake sales, nonout the term.
uniform days, a sleepover, a
The guests of honour this year
sponsored walk and various
included the esteemed reciter
other events.
Imam Abid Khan, who opened
the evening with a beautiful recitation of the Holy Quran. Actor
and spoken word performance
poet, Muslim Belal performed

It was an evening full of pleasant
surprises and inspiration to donate and do something to help.
Perhaps the greatest highlight of
the evening, was the announce-

ment of the grand total raised at
this point of the campaign; a
huge sum of around £8,000
Masha’Allah! The money went
towards the National Zakat
Foundation.
The students put together a
beautiful evening, and are still
raising more money for the cause
through various events during
the course of this term.
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Charity Evening
Friday 25th November , Islamia Girls’ School Charity
Evening was an enormous
success, as always! An evening of raising awareness,
recognising achievement,
entertainment and inspiration. The evening began with
some heart-warming Qur’an
recitation. Thereafter,
we thanked everyone for
their help and support rewarding the School Council
for their
tireless work. The evening
culminated with a light dinner to finish off the evening.
Thanks to our dedicated
team of School Council, we
had raised £8000 and donated to the NZF.
Masha’ Allah.

GCSE Awards Evening
On Friday 9th December
we were joined by our previous year11 girls, to congratulate them on their
GCSE success. They were
presented their certificates
and given personal gifts
that will always be a memory, for them . We hope
and pray that they find
success in everything they
wish to do.
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Human Rights Day
On Monday 12th December
2016, Islamia held its annual Human Rights Day
organised by the IGS Amnesty Youth Group guided
by the Group co-ordinator,
Mrs Khalladi. The day consisted of fun quizzes and
interactive workshops
about human rights with
specific focus on the theme
of Peace and War and the
refugee crises. Rebecca
Heron, the Education and
Outreach Manager at the
Remembering Srebrenica
organisation, held a workshop on the genocide of Srebrenica very successfully.
The girls also watched
some very hard-hitting
documentaries about the
situations in Syria and Palestine, and learnt a lot
about Human Rights
abuses around the World
and how to help the people
affected, including refugees.
The Amnesty Youth group
held a presentation and a
quiz, the game of “Just a
minute” , and gave out
prizes which all the girls
enjoyed. They also held a
poetry and art competition
with brilliant entries which
received prizes.
We were also joined, on this
day, by guests from Hasmonean Girls School in
Mill Hill. A group of year

10 girls came to spend the
afternoon with us and join
in several activities such as
drama workshop and the
quizzes. The guests also
presented some of their
drama performances together with our year 10
girls and had the opportunity to bond very well with
the other girls and share
similarities between both
communities. It was a very
good learning experience
for both schools.
The final speaker, of the
day, was Onjali Rauf, the
Founder and CEO of Making Herstory , which works
with other human rights
groups and movements to
end abuse and trafficking

of women and girls worldwide. Onjali spoke to the
girls about her experience
in working for human
rights and helping the refugees in Calais and held an
open Q&A session to answer the girls’ questions.
By the end of the day, our
girls had shared what they
learnt about human rights
and became very aware of
how they can get involved
and help make a difference
to other people who experienced human rights violations because of war. We
received a lot of positive
feedback from the guest
speakers, the guest school
and our girls, who thoroughly enjoyed their time.
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Bosnia Trip
The girls went on a exciting
residential 6-day trip to
Bosnia on Thursday 29th
September. The girls embarked on their journey in
the early hours of the
morning and arrived in Dubrovnik, Croatia, bright
and early to begin their jam
-packed day and to look forward to an exciting week
ahead of them.

girls also had the opportunity to witness the country’s most famous tradition
of the village young men of
the town leaping from the
Stari Most Bridge into the
Neretva.

Kindness charity.

We even had the opportunity to enjoy a 3hour canoeing tour through the city of
Capljina; we started the
journey from Jaz beach and
had a break in between to
The girls visited Titos’ Bun- enjoy the breathtaking
views and enjoy a nice
ker. In the early 1950s,
lunch. The girls had a thorJosip Broz Tito, the late
oughly enjoyable time.
leader of the former Yugoslavia, ordered the building
of a secret bunker that
The day started with a
walking tour of the Dubrov- would safeguard the counnik walls with a tour of the try's ruling class in case of
a nuclear attack. Located
city. After lunch, the girls
900 feet (270 m) underarrived at Motel Eman it
ground, near the Bosnian
was a very beautiful boutique hotel in the centre of town of Konjic. The girls
got to do a little shopping
town. The location was
amazing and had the most at Bascarsija which is Sarajevo's old bazaar and the
beautiful natural scenery
historical and cultural cenview surrounding us.
ter of the city. They also
Day 2 consisted of visiting
visited the office of Small
Pocitelj , a beautiful old
stone town, located in the
western part of Bosnia Herzegovina. The beauty of the
town is in its amazing architecture – a mix of Dalmatian and Mediterranean
it was built during Turkish
governance. The whole
town is actually leaning toward the Neretva River
and it is a nice introduction
to the eastern influences on
the territory; from the road
you can observe all its
beauty. The day got even
better when the girls got to
visit one of the most fascinating naturalistic features
of this region the sparkling
waterfalls of Kravice. The

