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Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuh
It has been a great year at Islamia. The year has been packed with a range of activities which I know that all the students have enjoyed. We have had Year 9 start
their GCSE options early to facilitate the new linear exam system for Year 11 and
this has been successfully implemented. We introduced a second residential trip to
Bosnia which was thoroughly enjoyed by the students and a number of students will
also be going in September 2016.
We are working hard to implement the new GCSE curriculum in Key Stage 4 and
we will be introducing a new assessment system for Year 7 and Year 8. Islamia has
also worked with a number of other schools both in the Muslim and state sector and
we hope to continue this collaboration.
The school has grown from strength to strength and this would not have been possible without all the staff and parents working together. A good education is key to
success for our young muslimahs and we take this very seriously.
I would also like to say a huge thank you to all the staff for their hard work and
effort this year. On another note it saddens me to say farewell to some of our staff.
Zabeena Riaz will be leaving us after a long stint at Islamia, she is planning on continuing her art career and we wish her every success. She will be replaced by Linett
Kamala who has an excellent track record as an art and design technology teacher.
Salma Ahmed is also leaving us and will be replaced by Nazish Yusaf who is also a
qualified Chemistry teacher. Jasmina Gordhan has been replaced with Joanna D’Sa
for PE. I would like to say a huge thank you for two of our admin staff who are
leaving for bigger and better things, Faizah Kamal will be pursuing a career in
teaching and Arij Limam a field in line with her degree. They have been a huge asset to the school and I wish them all the best in the future.
Please also accept my sincerest gratitude for your support in the past year and I
wish you all a wonderful Eid and a prosperous year. May Allah (swt) bless us all
with emaan and keep us in the best of health .

School Council Charity Campaign 2016—2017
Every year, the Islamia
Girls Year 11 School
Council carry out a charity Campaign during
their first term.
Our enthusiastic Year
10 class have decided to
launch their charity
campaign early, starting
their fundraising from
this summer term! The
students chose to sup-

port a more local and
pressing cause closer to
home. They will be working with the National
Zakat Foundation
through our in-house
charity, Small Kindness,
to address the dire issue
of Homelessness and poverty in the UK. The
School Council has also
decided to work alongside
Salusbury World, based

in Salusbury School, who
are supporting refugee
families and children.
The girls are also working with MIND charity.
The main aim of this
years charity campaign is
to provide help and assistance to destitute homeless women.
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Goodbye and Good Luck Year 11!
We are sadly saying goodbye to
our Year 11 class of 2016 who
have completed their GCSE exams and will embark on their
new journeys into Colleges and
Sixth Forms across London.
This year 11 class has been one
of the most special for the school.

nations raised, raising a staggering £155, 600 Masha’Allah!
The amount of effort and hard
work they put into all the events
they organized and held was inspirational. May Allah reward
them and bless them immensely.

sha’Allah.
We sincerely wish them all the
best of luck with their future endeavors and are looking forward
to seeing them all excel in their
respective fields and become
leaders of the ummah!

The girls managed to do all of
this as well as juggling
their school work and
GCSE preparation. We
are immensely proud of
all they have achieved
and are certain that the
will receive glowing GCSE
results come July in-

The School will miss you!

It is with great sadness and

Salma and Ms Jasmina who will

sad to see her go. She has in-

heavy hearts that we have had to

be leaving us this academic year.

stilled the love of fitness in the

say goodbye to a number of our

Ms Zabeena has been a member

girls and they have all enjoyed

staff this year.

of the Islamia family for a very

her active sessions. We wish her

long time. She has given so much

all the best for the future.

They were a group of determined, happy, passionate and
kind-hearted girls.
They gave their all to the charity
campaign in aid of Syria and
managed to break Islamia’s record for the most amount of do-

Staff Farewells

As you may be aware, we said
goodbye to Ms Samia and Ms
Tree earlier on in the year and
were extremely sorry to see them
go. They have truly left their
place in the School, but we have
not forgotten them. We welcomed
Ms Mistry as the new Food Technology teacher and she managed

to the school and the students;
the school will not be the same
without her. Her hard work and
dedication was unparalleled, she
was an inspiration for students
as she helped develop and nurture their creativity. We wish
her all the best for the future.

We are also unfortunately saying
goodbye to two of our admin
staff, Ms Faizah and Ms Arij. For
the short time that they were
here, they played a crucial part
in the Islamia team and worked
extremely hard behind the
scenes. We thank them for their

to instantly gel with the students

Ms Salma came to us 2 years ago

commitment and dedication and

and the staff, we’re pleased to

bursting with new and exciting

wish them both the best of luck

have her as part of the team.

fun Science lessons. She encour-

in their prospective fields and in

aged and pushed the girls to

what their futures may hold. We

work hard and achieve their

are sure they will go on to do

goals and worked tirelessly put-

great things!

We then had to say goodbye to
Ms Marwa who was here for a
short while, but made a clear
impression on many of the girls;
she moved on to progress in her
own field of work and we wish
her the best of luck in that.
We are now regretfully saying
goodbye to Ms Zabeena, Ms

ting in extra hours to help them
achieve it. We thank her for all
she has done and wish her the
best of luck.
Ms Jasmina was our PE teacher
for the last 5 years, and we are

JazakumAllah khair to all our
staff who have unfortunately had
to move on, and may Allah reward them all immensely.
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Spain Residential
The Spain Trip this year
started on 27th April 2016
and we were back on the 4th
May. It was our fifth year taking the students from year 10
to embark on a journey set
over a thousand years ago
in Andalucía, Spain.
This ‘Rihlaa’ tour
of Andalucía took the students to a time and place that
has almost completely been
written out of the history
books. It was a discerning and
inspirational journey into this
critical period in world history. The history of almost
1000 years of Islamic presence in Spain, wherein Muslims, Jews and Christians
lived side by side and prospered in a rich multicultural
civilization.
The students learned about
the lasting contributions
made by Muslims of Spain, in
such areas as poetry, art, architecture, science, agriculture, medicine, engineering
and even hydraulic technology. The students enjoyed
exploring the forgotten Islamic civilisation of Spain and
were lead by professional and
passionate tour guides and
members from the Muslim
local community.

The journey begun at Granada, were we stayed in a
villa, at the top of a hill surrounded by olive trees and the
most beautiful scenery of nature – trekking there with the
company of a local community
member was a unique experience.
We then headed towards
Alpujarra, along route of Nasrids, where we stopped at
the old Muslim bridge and the
Muslim fort/castle which is
the location of one of the last
stands made by the Muslims
of Alpujjarra.
We also enjoyed horse riding
at the top of a secluded mountain area, whereby looking at
the horizon takes one’s mind
in deep contemplation. Of
course a visit to Granada
would not deem complete
without visiting the astonishing Alhambra, which can be
considered as one of the most
famous examples of Islamic
Art in the world.
We then continued to make
our way to Cordoba where we
entered Cordoba mosque, one
of the most important and
largest mosques in its time.
The architecture was breathtaking.

More photos can be seen in the
gallery on our website.

Continuing our journey we
walked through the old Jewish quarter and then across
the old Roman bridge for a
visit to a fantastic interactive
Museum on Islamic Spain.
We also stopped at the archaeological site of Madinat al
Zahra. The city built by the
Caliph Abdul Rahman III.
There we saw the Palace ruins which were truly inspiring
and unforgettable. The activities we had at the new exhibitions and museum were very
informative.
Throughout the trip the students had a remarkable and
emotional time and were able
to engage with the local Muslim community. Through further reflection the entire experience has added to our
girls’ personal learning including the major duties they
have towards their faith, and
they brought their experiences and insights back with
them in their classroom and
in their lives generally.
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Bosnia Residential
We were very pleased to introduce an exciting new residential
6-day trip this year taking the
girls to the picturesque Balkans.
Croatia and Bosnia & Herzegovina are two neighbouring countries in Eastern Europe which
have a vast and interesting history, not just of Islam arriving to
the Balkans, but also an unfortunate history of war and persecution. Islam was first brought to
the Balkans by the Ottomans in
the mid-to-late 15th century who
gained control of most of Bosnia in 1463 and Herzegovina in
the 1480s. These countries also
offer breathtaking natural scenery as well as UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.
The girls embarked on their journey in the early hours of the
morning and arrived in Dubrovnik, Croatia, bright and early to
begin their jam-packed day. They
toured the Old City Centre and
admired the architecture of the
Ancient City Walls of Dubrovnik
before winding down for a relaxing stroll around the Natural
Park of Trsteno. They then travelled accross the borders into
Bosnia & Herzegovina and had
lunch in a restaurant with a
beautiful view. The evening was
left as a time to rest after the
long day and settle into the hotel.
Day two consisted of a visit to
the cultural and historical sights
of Bosnia in Pocitelj.

They then visited some natural
attractions including the breathtaking Kravice waterfalls. After
lunch, the girls had a tour of the
Old City of Mostar, where they
were staying, and witnessed a
Mostar tradition wherein a man
would jump and freefall off the
very high Old Bridge. It was an
exhilarating sight to see.
On day three, the girls travelled
to Northern Bosnia & Herzegovina to visit a site of a WW2 battle at the Jablanica Bridge. The
were very lucky to see the untouched remains of the collapsed
Bridge of Neretva. After this, the
girls made their way to the capital city of Sarajevo where they
visited the famous Tunnel of
Hope used to transport supplies
into the besieged town during
the war in Bosnia Herzegovina.
They then went to visit the office
of Yusuf Islam’s charity Small
Kindness in Sarajevo. They were
warmly welcomed by the Office
representative, sister Amra as
well as a group of warm and
friendly young women who were
being supported by the charity.
Our girls were kindly given individual gifts upon their departure
and were extremely grateful for
this kind gesture. We would like
to thank everyone at the Small
Kindness office for their hospitality. Following this, they had a
tour of the Old Town of Sarajevo,
and could see the remnants of
war from the run-down bullethole filled buildings.

Day four was a full day of activities and the girls were on their
feet being active for a majority
of the day. The girls were given
the opportunity to go horseriding in an open field in a beautiful calm atmosphere. Following
this, the girls got their hiking
shoes on and took part in a mini
mountain excursion on the Ruiste mountain. It had begun to
rain while they were on the excursion, but it was all part of the
excitement and adventure, the
girls thoroughly enjoyed it. The
girls were then given the evening
to rest after their busy day, or do
a spot of souvenir shopping.
The fifth and final day before
departure consisted of a visit to
the Monuments on Radimija and
a tour of the area of Stolac. After
lunch, the girls visited the natural caves of Vjetrenica which had
been home to cave men may
thousands of years ago. The girls
were then given an additional
surprise outing from our tour
organisers which was a relaxing
and extremely picturesque boat
journey in Hutovo Blato. After
dinner in a restaurant on the
River Buna, the girls went back
to the hotel to pack for their departure the following day.
The girls had a thoroughly enjoyable time, and we would like to
thank The Travel Experts Ltd
for organising all aspects of the
trip and giving the girls an unforgettable experience.

More photos can be
seen in the gallery on
our website.
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Sponsored Walk
On Friday 27th May 2016 our

Upon reaching the picturesque

girls walked from Islamia School

Holland Park after a tiresome

all the way to Holland Park in

hour and half walk, the girls had

Kensington as part of Year 11

a much deserved rest and ate

school council’s charity cam-

delicious sandwiches made lov-

paign. This year’s school council

ingly by students and teachers.

decided to raise money and
awareness of the issue of homelessness and poverty in the UK.

They were then free to walk
around the park and enjoy the
beautiful scenery and lovely

All students were required to

weather Alhamdulillah. They

raise a minimum of £50 in spon-

even managed to get up close to

sorships in order to take part in

free-

the walk. Masha’Allah the girls

roaming

managed to collect over £ in

peacocks

sponsorships alone between

and visited

themselves. This meant that 95

the stun-

students in total took part in the

ning Japa-

walk, the biggest number of girls

cause.
The girls were inquisitive and
After a much needed rest and
revitalisation, the majority of the
girls walked back to school to
complete the last leg of the feat.
Alhamdulillah the walk was a
great success and the students as
well as the staff enjoyed it thoroughly. They had positive feedback from members of
the public who showed
their support by honk-

“It was a great experience , very

ing their car/vehicle

tiring, but just a fraction of what

horns or stopping to

people living on the streets must

make pleasant com-

nese style

feel. A very humbling

ments and conversa-

we have had on a sponsored

Kyoto Gar-

experience”

walk!

den.

Despite the large number, the

After pray-

girls were extremely organised,

ing Dhuhr on the field, we were

and the walk went very

joined by a representative from a

smoothly. We are extremely

women’s shelter who explained

proud of the leadership skills our

to the girls the purpose of their

current year 10’s showed in en-

fundraising campaign and how

suring the walk went well.

their efforts and donations will
be utilised to support the worthy

tion.
A massive well done to
the Year 11 school
council who put a lot of
thought into this event, and were
very creative in making the banner and signs. Well done to all
the students who raised an outstanding amount of money for
this important cause.
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Islamic Week - 15th to 17th June 2016
As with each year, the Religious
Studies department hosted an
Islamic Week that was led by Ms
Souad and Miss Saba.
The days were jam-packed with
a mixture of activities, interactive workshops and guest speakers.
Halaqa: This year there was a
rotation system where each class
delved into the topics of sincerity, forgiveness and trust in Allah (swt). Other halaqahs also
focused on the Journey to the
Hereafter and friendship.
Qur’an Competition: Students
from across the year groups participated in the Qur’an competition. Reciters were assessed on
Tajweed by the highly experienced Qur’an assessors who were
Mr Mohammed, Mrs Huda and
Mrs Elahi. The best reciters from
each year group were awarded
gifts during the prize giving session this was in recognition of
the fact that anyone who has
love for the Qur’an is a winner!
Well done to Husna Hussain in
7b who was the overall winner
masha’Allah.

Guest Speakers: We were
pleased to have a number of
speakers this year including
brother Khaled who spoke on the
importance of the Qur’an in
Ramadan and sister Mariam
who spoke about hijab. Finally,
Sheikh Shaqur held a q and a
sessions with the year 9 and 10
classes which proved informative
and educational.
Games and quiz: The games conducted this year were the most
popular ones from last year;
these were Pillars of Islam and
Pictionary. The students were
split into houses and competed
with each other and the winning
house received prizes.
Art workshop: This year the focus was on creating handmade
Eid cards. We would like to say a
big thank you to Mrs Zabeena
and Ms Zahraa for their efforts!
Food tech workshop: Both Year 7
and 8 were involved in preparing
all sorts of scrumptious starters
for the Iftar Party including puff
pastries with the help of Ms Nusrat and Ms Manna.
Iftar gathering: Islamic Week

came to a glorious end with a
wonderful Iftaar gathering. The
food was generously given by the
staff of IGS and parents- may
Allah (swt) reward them for this
act of kindness. Moreover the
food was lovingly prepared by
the extraordinarily gifted teachers. It was a glorious evening
with the long, arduous fast being
broken with milk and dates, and
then to the feast itself consisting
of kebabs, chicken, pizzas and ice
creams (just to name some of the
delicacies!).
Overall, the week proved to be
successful and we pray that next
year can be just as interactive
and beneficial for all those involved. Jazak Allah Khair to all
the teachers and ex-students involved without whose help the
week would not have been a success. We would also welcome parental involvement next year as
we are sure you could help make
the Islamic Week better insha’Allah.
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Life Book Project
During the first and second terms, some of the year 10s took part in a life book project which outlines the
key moments and memories of 3 residents from Carlton Dene Care Home in Kilburn. In February the students presented their life books to the residents as well as met the newest members of the care home where
they served tea and engaged in conversation.
The residents were overwhelmed with the life books and one resident, Hilda remarked that she
was "speechless" by the gesture. The students found the project both enriching and rewarding. The project
also allowed the school to bridge the gap between the youngest and eldest members of our community and
we hope that this can have a long lasting legacy.

Fatima and Hajir
from 10b with Etaf
and her carer

Hilda reading through
her life book

Aliya speaking to one of
the newer residents at
the care home
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Maths Department
Ms Nabila Elahi, Ms Zuhra Abukar, Ms Zahraa Sadiq
We are very blessed to have welcomed two new members into the Maths Department, Zuhra Abukar and Zahraa Sadiq.
This year Islamia Girl’s School took part in the Junior Maths Challenge and the results where the
best ever since the school has started participating. We managed to achieve 12 Bronze awards, 6
Silver awards and 2 Gold awards. The Gold were awarded to Sahar Qarizada and Zahra Mirza,
who was also awarded the Best in Year 8 award and Best in School award; Maryam Zeeshan who
achieved a Silver award was also awarded the Best in Year 7 award.
This academic year the majority of the students made excellent progress, which made choosing
the winners for excellence in maths award very difficult. The awards were allocated to Sahar
Qarizada for Key stage 3 and Taibah Al-Fagih for Key stage 4. Both girls have shown a flair for
mathematics, worked exceptionally hard throughout year and made great effort to encourage and
help their classmates.
This year we have started studying the new maths syllabus across the school. For GCSE this is
the 9-1 syllabus. We feel it would be beneficial for you to have the key points:












The volume of the subject content has increased.
The new content is more demanding.
The total time of the examination has increased. Previously it was two papers of 1h 45
mins each. Now it is three papers of 1h 30 mins each. Now, one paper is a non-calculator
paper, and the other two are calculator papers.
There are fewer marks at the lower grades and more marks at the higher grades.
A new grading structure is being introduced, from grade 9 to 1 (9 being the highest), to
replace the familiar A* to G grading scale. Below is the rough comparison with the old
system:

The passing grade is 5, with the exception of 2017 examinations where grade 4 will be
accepted (since it is the first year that the new maths GCSE examinations will take
place).
In the assessment there is greater emphasis on problem solving, with more marks being
allocated to these higher order skills.
Fewer formulae will be provided in the examinations, therefore the students are required to memorise more formulae.

For more information, you can visit the following website: www.ocr.org.uk/Images/261118-gcse-9-1
-maths-parent-learner-guide.pdf
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Science Department
Ms Samina Razaque, Ms Salma Ahmed, Ms Manna Naher, Ms Maryam Ahmad
The science department has had a busy year so far and this term, a team of four girls from year 8 were selected to
attend the Salter’s Festival of Chemistry, held at the Imperial College London, South Kensington Campus.
Our girls completed a Salter’s and a university challenge which were based on investigations, utilising several
practical skills to arrive at a conclusion. Unfortunately they did not win any prizes, yet were complimented on
their practical skills and team work by the university judges.

Following on from this event a few girls attended the Imperial science Festival which proved to
be a resounding success. There were many workshops all of a ‘hands on’ and interactive
nature, to really encourage the girls into studying the STEM subjects. The virtual world
proved to be popular!
As a result some of our girls have entered the Robot Bug competition which
utilises graphics, computer science and of course Biology!

After all the hard work the girls had put in over the exam period, some pupils entered the Nancy Rothell Award
hosted by the Royal Institute of Biology. This activity allowed those with an artistic flair to also compete in a science competition. Good luck to our many entrants- please remember to email me a HD quality picture of your
piece!
The Biology Department had a visit from Radha Desai, a STEM Ambassador who is currently working on finding
cures for Alzheimer's disease and Multiple Sclerosis.
She delivered a memorable interactive workshop on Biology in the 21st Century where the girls extracted DNA
from fruits and discussed what kind of STEM scientists they could be.
During activities week the girls took part in fun science and Mission starlight which is a Global experiment
launched by the Royal Society of Chemistry. The theme was linked to Tim Peake recent space exploration where
they conducted a series of experiments using UV torches and UV sensitive beads-Well done on completing your
Mission!

For all the girls who took their Science GCSEs this summer we make dua that they achieve the grades that they
really want.
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English Department
Ms Michelle Berry, Ms Gokce Tekneci
Department Trips:
Year 7 - Cinderella
Lyric Theatre - December
Year 8 - The Making of Harry Potter,
Warner bros. Studio Tour
Year 10 - An Inspector Calls,
Richmond Theatre
Wordbook Day Tokens:
To celebrate World Book Day in March, the girls received a token which could be exchanged for a free
book, at a local shop or in part payment for a book.
GCSE Reforms:
Teaching of the new 9-1 specification began for year 10 and also in the latter part of year 9. The year
10 girls have completed two language papers and the literature GCSE set texts of: an Inspector Calls
and Shelley’s Frankenstein. Please be advised that due to required annotations, students need to purchase a copy of the following texts:
Frankenstein: Collins: 9780007350964
The Merchant of Venice: Cambridge Press
978-0-521-61875-5
An Inspector Calls: Heinemann: 978-0-435232-82-5
2015 English Literature GCSE Results:
From a year group of 36 candidates – 61% gained an A or A* grade with a number choosing to continue
studying English/literature at A’ Level.
Young Writers Competition:
Many of the year 7 and 8 students were selected for publication in “The Poetry Trials” anthology. Congratulations!

Arabic/Quran Department
Ms Huda Abo-Abdu, Mr Mohammed Ayari
Arabic is a language that is one of the core foundations of the curriculum at Islamia Girl’s
School. We believe that Arabic is essential to the girls and is a compulsory GCSE subject. The
teaching is split into two categories, the non-speakers and the speakers whenever necessary. The
speakers have the choice to take the Arabic GCSE in year 10, thus leaving them with extra time
for other subjects in year 11, or the choice to take Arabic at GCE level (AS-Level) and sit the exam
at the end of year 11. The non-speakers must take the subject in year 11 giving them extra support. To cater for the new GCSE syllabus, we have purchased new textbooks named Arabic Companion.
As for the Quran department, we have changed the curriculum to incorporate more tajweed and
tafseer. The new syllabus starting in September will put more emphasis on understanding the
Quran rather than just memorisation.
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RE Department - Religious Studies and Islamic Studies
Ms Souad Tehami, Ms Saddia Malik
As Islamia is a religious faith school, it follows that the Religious Education department is one of the
most important departments of the school, and is crucial to the school’s identity.
The department is responsible for nurturing and instilling the Islamic ethos in the students and emphasising the Islamic spirit throughout all aspects of school life.
The purpose of teaching Religious Education and Islamic studies is higher than that of GCSE results
and league table positions. Indeed, the purpose is to develop in each student the desire to learn and
prosper as a Muslim for the sake of Allah (SWT) and live in a way that is beneficial to the society and
in accordance with the Sunnah of Muhammad (SAW). Thus the aim of the department is to produce
the leading Muslim women of tomorrow, inshaAllah. Nonetheless the department achieves academic
excellence with last year having 89% A*/ A grades, alhamdulilah.
One of the ways the department emphasises the Islamic ethos of the school is by hosting the annual
Islamic week which gives both the students and staff a chance to celebrate the blessing of Islam. May
Allah (SWT) bless this effort and allow it to blossom in the years to come.
Religious Education, taught in KS4, provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and
purpose of life; issues of right and wrong are explored along with what it means to be human. These
questions are explored within the Islamic context, allowing students to develop a deeper understanding of Islam. Students also explore the responses to these questions through the perspective of world
views, other world religions and their traditions.
Unit 4 covers the philosophy behind the belief in Allah (SWT), matters of life and death, marriage and
family, and finally community cohesion. Unit 11 covers the practices of Islam; students study the principles of tawheed, worship and celebrations, and the implications of living as a Muslim in the UK. All
these topics are studied alongside the fiqh (jurisprudence) that legislates the judgement of these issues. The new specification for the RE GCSE will be implemented in the coming year inshaAllah.
Religious Studies KS3:
This year in RS the girls have been challenged and have been encouraged to think about the important
issues affecting our community. They have discussed the issue of extremism and how to protect themselves from it as well as the importance of unity and how we can have a positive impact on British society. They have had the opportunity to complete work on Islamic studies, comparative religion and they
learnt how to conduct floor debates on topical religious and philosophical issues.
During the year they have reviewed the basics of Islam: the significance of the pillars of Islam and
Iman; learning how to conduct wudu and salah correctly; 99 Names of Allah (swt); the importance and
signs of loving the Prophet (saw); the lives of the companions of the Prophet (saw) and how we can
benefit from their example today; Judgement day and the Hereafter; important stories from the
Qur'an and the lives of the Prophets (AS).
Our studies on comparative religion were thematic. The girls studied themes such as: expressions of
faith for major world religions; prejudice & racism; the issue of evil and suffering in the world from the
perspective of the major world faiths; science, religion & the beginning of creation; is it ever right to
fight and can war be justified; rites of passage.
These units encouraged the girls to think about world perspectives on topical issues and the position of
their own faith as well as those of Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. This
helped them to build their understanding of how others think.
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Our visit to Hampstead Synagogue with some of Year 8 and 9 was a unique experience. As well as being a traditional place of worship it was of historical interest as a listed building. The girls asked lots
questions to Rabbi Harris and he also kindly opened the Ark and showed us the handwritten Torah
scrolls. The visit helped us establish good links with the Synagogue for future community work.
Overall, the girls have worked hard this year and been actively engaged in sharing knowledge and focused learning. The RS room has consistently reflected their efforts with their wonderful display work,
creative flare and enthusiasm for the subject.

Food Technology
Ms Varsha Mistry
It has been a pleasure to be continuing on the great work done by Ms Isha Tree.
I have continued it by spreading awareness to our students of the importance for independent living; to understand about food, its nutritional value, its function in the diet and how to prepare
healthy, well-balanced, tasty and nutritious dishes using a range of ingredients.
Not only this, I also feel it is essential that our students learn the skills and techniques needed to
prepare, cook and serve these foods successfully.
It has been fantastic to see students make a range of healthy savoury dishes, which I hope they
will continue to make for you at home during the holidays. We ended the year with yummy sweet
treats.
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French Department
Ms Souad Tehami
The MFL department at Islamia offers the opportunity to take French as a GCSE, allowing pupils to build
on their knowledge attained in Key Stage 3.

The world continues to become more international and thus having English as a sole speaking language
becomes a hindrance for those who wish to further themselves. It is for this reason that we encourage
learning French at Islamia so that pupils can overcome language barriers in the future. Students who
speak more than one language have an increased brain capacity and better memory skills than those who
speak a single language. Learning a new language allows students to be exposed to new cultures and new
experiences; it will also help further them in their careers due to the growing internationalism of the working world.
Students needn’t be fluent in French to be able to take the GCSE; by year 8, the students would have chosen their options to start the GCSE in year 9 according to the new specification in progress.

Sadly, Mrs. Djabellah has left the French department. We wish her success in her future endeavours and
will always remember her fondly. We look forward to gaining a new member of our department soon inshaAllah.

As of next year, the new GCSE specification will be implemented. The topics covered will remain the same
however the exams will be externally assessed and no more controlled assessments are required. The staff
have attended many INSETs to ensure the best delivery of the new specification. Students will still be assessed on their listening, reading, speaking and writing skills as per usual. The topics covered in Key Stage
4 are broad and include five themes:
● Identity and culture
● Local area, holiday and travel
● School
● Future aspirations, study and work
● International and global dimension.
Both students at KS3 and KS4 are assessed in the four skills of the language. In the listening and reading
assessments, students are examined on their ability to understand specific details and key points, summarise texts, be able to recognise attitudes, opinions and emotions and from that draw conclusions.
In the speaking assessment, students are assessed on their ability to seek and give information, carry out
transactions, participate in conversations, narrate and discuss events in the past, present and future
tenses, and be able to express their ideas and points of view. In the writing assessment, students are examined on their ability to express their ideas, attitudes, feelings and opinions, and also be able to refer to and
narrate events in past, present and future tense.

The students at KS4 will be assessed on the Higher Tier at GCSE, where they are expected to deal with a
degree of unpredictability and a wider range of potential problems, along with being able to discuss issues
and give opinions and being able to give more robust descriptions and accounts.

The French department has enjoyed great success academically this past year, with 50% of our GCSE results being A*’s! May this continue in the future, inshaAllah.
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Geography Department
Ms Rayen Naghi
Congratulations to all the students’ who performed excellently in the 2015 GCSE examinations.
Field trips included:
Year 8 – Thames river, Chiswick
Students explored river systems and environmental issues.
Year 9 – Cambridge
Here we collected data on how land use changes within a city.
Year 10 – Brighton
GCSE students collected data for their controlled assessment, investigating the impact tourists have had on
the areas economy.
New specification starting September 2016
In order to better cater for Option subjects, current students in year 9 and 8 (2014-15) will have chosen their
Options in preparation for the new academic year.
Current Year 10 will be the last year to complete Edexcel Specification A, with controlled assessment 25%
and examinations worth 75%.
Current Year 9 will be the first year to start Edexcel Specification B, with examinations worth 100%.
Preparation for GCSE Geography
Students hoping to continue studying at GCSE level should start preparing over the summer holidays. This
does not have to be so extensive it hinders any planned summer holiday activities, it should be enough that
you are ready for the topics and content we plan to cover.
Current Year 9 students have been advised to study the topics of ‘natural hazards’, as can be found on the
BBC Bitesize website
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/natural_hazards/
A slightly more challenging topic, which is worth starting to explore and get a feel for is ‘weather and climate’ http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/weather_climate/
These two topics, and the content covered on the website are enough to get students started over the summer.
A breakdown of each specification were given out on Options evening, please do inquire at reception if you
have not yet received a copy. Or alternatively email me at rayen_naghi@islamiaschools.com so that I may
email you a copy.

Year 8 rivers trip.
This picture is a Ph level
indicator wheel we used
to check the Ph of the
river Thames. It came up
as Ph 6 (not bad!)
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Art Department
Ms Zabeena Riaz, Ms Moriam Grillo
AssalamuAleikum.
It has been a year of change in the Art Department. Following some long and hard work over the summer holiday from Brother Mohammed (May Allah bless him with health), the Art room became more functional with the
removal of the old wooden units and the installation of an additional large sink and ‘wet’ area. This has helped
make storage and clean-up after painting and especially clay-work much easier, MashAllah.
As usual we took the Year 8 students to the Wallace Collection for a workshop on Islamic Art, to support work
done in class with Ms Moriam. Year 7 students attended a cross-curricular visit to Hampton Court Palace with
the History and Geography departments, which was very enjoyable and sadly, the last time I will be able to attend.
This is my last newsletter, and after fifteen years at Islamia, my last year teaching here. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank firstly all the lovely students; it has been an absolute pleasure to spend time getting to
know you through your creativity in the Art room. I have always been amazed at the energy, enthusiasm and
sparkiness of Islamia Girls and I will miss you hugely. Thank you to the parents for their kind words, support
and the interest some of you have shown in what has been going on in the Art department over the years. Finally a huge thank you to my wonderful colleagues; a group of individuals who have helped, guided, pushed and
prayed for me and without whom I would have been completely lost. Islamia has been my home-from-home for
the last fifteen years, and I will always remember the people that fill its halls and classrooms, and pray for them
and their wellbeing as long as I live.
Love and Best Wishes, Zabeena.

Year 8 produced a high standard of work this year covering topics as varied as Still Life, Pop Art, Landscape and Portraiture. Each piece of work produced has exhibited a vivid imagination eager to express
unique thoughts and feelings. For Landscape we used two well known poems to explore meaning whilst fostering greater use of the imagination. While studying Portraiture we looked at ways of using detail and abstraction to develop personal narrative. Throughout the year we have focused on colour using Still Life and
Pop Art as referential starting points. Each student has developed a keen understanding of how colour and
hues are created, from primary, secondary and tertiary shades. To understanding them in terms of their
relationship with each other: analogous, subtractive and additive. Although summer term is shorter due to
the exam timetable and end of year activities, there was an exciting range of work displayed in the Art
room based on timed sketches produced in lessons. I am glad to see that even the less confident artist was
able to produce work that they were pleased with. Work that proves how, through artistic endeavour, great
things can be achieved. All of the students worked very hard this year refining their creative skills and harnessing their imagination by combining a comprehension of literature with a growing understanding of
form and colour. To those who will choose Art in year 9 as their subject option, I wish them every success.
Best wishes, Moriam.
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History Department
Ms Saba Hussain, Ms Saddia Malik
GCSE History
Our aim in offering GCSE History has not only been to provide our students with the opportunity
of achieving an additional GCSE, but to introduce History to them in a much broader context - to
create an appreciation and understanding of the world in which they live and by giving meaning to
the books they read, the cities they visit, and the media that they interact with. As two exstudents said, “Without History, your life’s a Mystery”! By critically analyzing topics such as
Superpower Relations in class, the students have been able to transfer their new skills into informed and independent opinions on current events.

The Year 11’s took their History GCSE exam in June, with much expectation and anticipation.
Through hard work, commitment and determination the student’s focused on completing their controlled assessment and studying the final unit on Britain during the war.

The Year 10’s have also worked extremely hard this year and have shown an enthusiasm for the
subject that is fantastic to see. Not only have they covered half of the course but the course has allowed the girls to develop both their analytical and written skills which insha’Allah will benefit
them in the future. The girls must now prepare for an intensive Year 11 and be ready to work hard
from the beginning. I have no doubts that this class will do excellently!

For the first time this year, the Year 9s started the GCSE content with emphasis on the Civil
Rights movement and Vietnam War. They also visited the thrilling London Dungeons!

Key Stage 3
From Year 7-8 the classes have been studying British History covering 1066 to the suffragette’s
movement. The Year 7’s visited Hampton Court Place as a cross-curricular trip with the Art Department and took part in a heated debate on who should succeed Queen Elizabeth I.

In Islamic History emphasis was placed on studying the life of the Prophet (SAW). Well done to
Hanin Hasib in 7b and Zaynab Khan in 8a for winning the Islamic History reward chart competition masha’Allah.

Therefore this year for the History department has alhamdulillah been a success and we look forward to a prosperous following year insha’Allah. All of the classes have shown that they are able
Historians and I hope that the student’s have realised that History is not just about writing essays
and learning dates. It’s about learning from the past as is stated in the Qur’an: "Have they not
travelled through the land and seen what was the end of those before them - though they were superior to them in power" (Qur'an 30: 9). Only by learning from the past can we pave the way for a
successful and thriving future, insha’Allah.
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Business Studies Department
Mr Anubhav Gautam
This year saw another Islamia School Young Enterprise business compete with other schools from
the Harrow and Brent boroughs. With the catchy name of Zoom It, the girls launched a company
in smart phone accessories; primarily screen magnifiers and smart phone camera lenses. The
screen magnifiers were the flagship product which allows the contents of a smart phone screen to
be magnified, thereby allowing the user to enjoy watching multimedia with a bigger screen. Although the girls did not win an award this year, they can be commended for their efforts, especially at the final where they conducted their final presentation in front of a big audience made
up of Young Enterprise school teams from Harrow and Brent. This took place in Brent Civic Centre. It was a great experience for the girls who took part and a valuable insight into the practical
side of running a business. Well done to all who participated.

Computer Science Department
Ms Kalthoum Khalladi, Mr Anubhav Gautam
Mr Gautam is teaching year 7s and 8s at Key stage 3 and year 9s at key stage 4, while Mrs Khalladi continues to deliver Key stage 4 to year 10s and 11s. The new curriculum of Computer Science (CSc) is now established and we are well prepared for the 2016 changes too.
All pupils receive two periods of CSc per week. At Key stage 3 we aim for our pupils to understand and apply
the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and
data representation and analyse problems in computational terms, and have repeated practical experience of
writing computer programs in order to solve such problems.
We are offering basic programming and introduction to sequencing instructions and computer games using
Scratch program and Python, where pupils learn how to create game characters and program them to move
around the stage, as well as creating basic programs.
At key stage 4, starting from year 9, the girls work on the new Edexcel Computer Science GCSE course in
order to reinforce the skills they have acquired at Key stage 3 and get ready to confidently conduct their
Controlled Assessment unit in the second term of year 11 During this unit they identify and solve real
problems by designing information systems in a wide range of contexts relating to a scenario given to them
by the examination board. They also learn about a range of topics from Data representation to Hardware
and Software and sit a final exam at the end of the year.
The GCSE results for June 2015 were well above the national standards, Alhamdu-lillah. 36 pupils sat the
exams and 94% gained grades A*-C. 72% gained A* to A. 17% gained B. 6% gained C grade and 6% gained
D grade. We would like to extend a huge thank to all the pupils who put in excellent effort and performed
brilliantly.
Regarding facilities, as we could not rewire the whole school last summer, it is now going to take place this
summer insha’Allah. Mr. Adel is taking on this project.
In addition to the online resources, we have obtained the BBC Microbit and the new text books as well as
some revision booklets and a wide range of practice papers from three different examination boards.
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We have also invested in a set of ten Edison robots in order to give the pupils hands on activities and make
programming more fun. We have started using the robots during the enrichment week as a standalone activity, followed by a competition. We are planning to carry on using them during lessons, from September.
The existing year 11 have successfully covered the new syllabus and sat their CSc exam in June 2016. They
have developed a set of computational thinking skills that enabled them to understand how computer systems work. They have also designed implemented and analysed algorithms to solve a given problem. In
terms of programming, they have written some competent programs that were fully functional and quite efficient. It is very encouraging to see our young girls taking this challenge and conquest a field that has been
male dominated and showing the potential of becoming the programmers of tomorrow insha’ Allah.

Trips
London Dungeons - History
On Monday 21st March the history department organised a trip to London Dungeons for both year 9 classes.
Alongside Ms Saba, Mrs Malik and Mrs Gotcke the students took a 90 minute journey through 1000 years
of London's murky past, moving from show to show, guided by professional actors. These were based on real
London history and legends and the students thoroughly enjoyed the trip.
“It’s a great insight into
the history of
London!” (Sara and

Hampton Court Palace - Art & History

Sania 9a).

On Tuesday 26thApril both Year 7 classes and Mrs Zabeena, Mrs Nagy, Mrs Maryam and Ms Saba visited
Hampton Court Palace. This was part of a cross-curricular trip for the Art and History departments. The
visit involved having a tour of the palace, attending a workshop on Elizabeth I: politics and power as well
as taking part in the challenge of finding their way out of the garden maze. The trip was both enjoyable and
educational.

Hillingdon - Whole School End of Year Trip
This year the students attended the Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre (HOAC) for the end of
year trip. HOAC is a lively water sports and activity centre providing access, training and outdoor experiences for both Individuals and Groups.

The activities were chosen to encourage team building and problem solving. The students enjoyed
a range of activities including kayaking, web swamp, nightline and a Treasure Quest. The feedback from students was positive and they thoroughly enjoyed the day!
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Student Awards
KS3 Awards
KS4 Awards
Maths
Sahar Qarizada
Mathematics
Taibah Al Fagih
Geography
Shanzay Butt
Geography
Raniyah Majed
English
Naseema Khan
English
Shehzil Butt
French
Fathima Islam
French
Yasmin Rafiq
Arabic
Yalda Gafore
Arabic
Ilma Fathima Mohamed
Art
Naseema Khan
Art
Aaliyah Ahmed
Biology
Mariam Khan
Biology
Hana Shaikh
Physics
Raniyah Majed
Physics
Aasiya Hamdi
Chemistry
Sania Shaad
Chemistry
Zahra Mirza
Computer Science
Aaisha Ali
I.C.T
Nuha Azman
Religious Studies
Fatimah Mohd Fauzi
Religious Studies
Malaika Kashif
Quran
Tasnim Mutwakil
Quran
Husna Hussain
History
Fathima Islam
History
Naheed Gafore
Physical Education
Malak Muradi
Physical Education Dilara Duran
Business Studies
Yumna Ilyas
Islamic History
Zaynab Ishtiaq Khan
YE HR Director
Fatima Layass
Food Tech
Hanin Hasib
Outstanding Achievement Shanzay Butt
YE Marketing Director Aliya Jama
House Points:
Zaynab Ishtiaq Khan
YE Operations Director Rifa Iqbal
Academic Improved: Maria Sheikh
YE Managing Director Taibah Al Fagih
Effort Yr 7:
Malaika Kashif
Statistics
Yalda Gafore
Effort Yr 8:
Hasanah Khan
Outstanding Achievement Taibah Al Fagih
Effort Yr 9:
Sania Shaad
Effort Yr 10:
Norah Ahmed
Punctuality
Hanna Keshk
Ilma Fathima MoHana Shaikh
Uniform:
hamed
Sumayyah Rahmatullah
Contribution to
Saffiyyah Rahmatullah
Nusayba Abdel-Khalek
School:
Amani Dad
Dramatic PerformNaheed Gafore
Lyba Imran
ance:
Samah Khan
Attendance
Saffiyyah Rahmatullah
Aaya Mohammed
Maryam Zeeshan
Yasmin Bashir
Headteacher's Award
Maryam Hasan
Congratulations to the students below for receiving the special ‘Akhlaaq’ Award, voted by all teachers, for displaying model Islamic manners and akhlaaq. We hope all our students receive this award next year.

Zainab Khan
Fathima Ilma
Mohamed
Safa Mundiya

Parisay Safdar

Latifah Abdi Farahnaz Khan
Hannan
Maryam Zeeshan
Aleena Malik
Abinet
Saffiyyah
Shanzay Butt
Nuha Azman
Rahmatullah

Emaan Kiyani

Zaynab Ishtiaq
Khan

Hanin Hasib

Sahar Qarizada

Husna Hussain

Yasmin Rafiq

Malaika Kashif

Sumayyah
Rahmatullah

Shehzil Butt Hana Shaikh
Naheed
Gafore
Aasiya
Hamdi
Sumayyah
Chaudhry

Maryam Hasan
Norah Ahmed
Taibah Al-Fagih
Rifa Iqbal

Sara Ali

Fathima Islam

Sania Shaad

Raniyah Majed

Maryam Mushtaq

Nusayba
Abdel-Khalek

Mariam Ali
Fatimah Mohd
Fauzi
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Staff Awards
Congratulations to the following Staff members for receiving the Yusuf Islam Foundation Staff
Awards:

Term 1:
Staff Choice Award: Samia Djabellah
Distinguished Employee Award: Samia Djabellah

Term 2:
Staff Choice Award: Nabila Elahi
Distinguished Employee Award: Salma Ahmed

Term 3:
Staff Choice Award: Ambareen Khan
Distinguished Employee Award: Zabeena Riaz
Teacher of the Year Award: Saba Hussain

PTA - Parent Teacher Association
The Parents Teachers Association is an organization where parents and teachers come together to help improve the school for a better future for our daughters. Amongst other things, we raise funds and make decisions on purchasing certain resources that are not covered by school. We also like to treat our girls for the
hard work they put in throughout the year by organizing school trips, for example, taking them to the theatre and other exciting places.
We have an enthusiastic new committee which was appointed just few months ago. You can now stay up to
date with all the latest news and upcoming events by joining our WhatsApp group. We are an active PTA
and starting to see some wonderful results to our efforts within the school. We very much hope that you will
join us in making a difference to the experience our daughters have here at school. With your help, we can
make a big difference, as the head of the PTA, I would like to invite my dear sisters to join us for the next
academic year. I promise, you would be made very welcome and all ideas are appreciated and listened to.
Even if you can’t attend meetings due to work or family commitments, all offers of help for events before
and during the day are readily received. Monetary donations, or taking part in the upcoming fair or even
funding events would be extremely beneficial.
Upcoming events for September:

Thursday 15th – Year 7 welcome evening, an opportunity to meet the PTA and the staff members.

Monday 19th – Mother & Daughter Event. Where the daughter and mother get a chance to build a
lovely relationship by helping each other. This month it’s a bike riding experience. Next month it
will be something different!

Tuesday 20th – after school food stall, yummy treats sold by the PTA members.

Saturday 24th – Summer Fair, the biggest event in the school calendar.
Thank you,
Hafsah Muhsen
Head of PTA

Islamia Girls Secondary School
129 Salusbury Road
Queens Park
London
Phone: 0207 372 3472
Fax: 0207 604 4061
E-mail: secretary@islamiaschools.com

We’re on the web!
www.islamiaschools.com

